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Notes from Kramer Junction
by Cathi Considine
First off, we managed to arrive at the anointed point, in the
middle of nowhere, close to the requested time. We were treated
to a perfect day of blue skies, cumulus clouds reaching to the
horizon, and a balmy 75 degrees.
Off we went in a 6-car caravan. Jay Valle was our “geo-satellitic
tour guide.” Off the highway, you really need the GPS. We
headed west on 58 past the 100-year-old borax mining “empire”
(it’s vast) and then north into the desert “emptylands.” Out
there, you think to yourself, thank goodness we know where the
sun rises and sets and where the freeways are!
Make no mistake: even though 4WD was not required, 30 miles
off road was a real trip, and a test of a driver’s ability. (Very
glad I convinced my husband Chris to come with me!)
1st stop, Purple Agate: Everyone found a lot of specimens so it
was a good start for the day. But in my opinion, the tortoise that
Joe Goetz found took center stage.
nd

Top: Spots, beads, plates, and scales in the skin of a Western
Zebra-tailed Lizard (Dog Bone Agate site) show there is more to
see in the desert than infinite sameness in every direction.
Bottom: Three humans exploring the desert – Joe Goetz, Phil
Lahr, and Cathi Considine. Photos by Chris Considine © 2019
Last stop, Dog Bone Agate: I found a lot of quartz and feldspar
here. Most of the “dog bone” I found was similar to the jasper at
Lavic Siding. Others had better luck and located nice pieces to
take home.

2 stop, Travertine: This was not the marble-like white stuff
you might think of, but rather brownish blocks with striations in
maroon, oranges, blues, whites…incredible combinations. This
seam of travertine is held as a claim by the Sierra Pelona Rock
Club (Newhall). Anyway, this is where a horned lizard made his
appearance. Hey, for me, this was almost as good as finding the
beauties in travertine.

The Dog Bone site was under the looming (well, omnipresent)
multi-colored, pyramidal structures (tailings) of the borax mine.
This mineral wonder wall provided a stunning backdrop to the
last portion of our adventure (see photo on page 4).

3rd stop, Green Opal: Very milky, light green, sometimes with
violet, but whoa – we also found specimens with bright blue and
dark caramel!

I could have spent another night and day with you all…except
my bucket was full! Thanks for a great, and informative trip. We
had a blast and learned a lot. v
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President’s Message

July 2019

Officers, Trustees, and Committee Chairs

Dear Fellow Members,

Ellen Ferrell, President

We had a picnic in June, and in July we’re going
to the beach. So you know the Pasadena Lapidary
Society is having a good summer. Thank you to
Marcia Goetz for organizing the Annual Picnic. It
was a good gathering enjoyed by all.

Mona Ross, VP

Thank you also to Phil Lahr and Chris Kyte for scouting sites in
Palos Verdes for this month’s field trip. We’ll look for barite
crystals, selenite, and glaucophane. If you are wondering what
glaucophane is, please remind me when you find out.
The Board meeting in July is scheduled for July 3, in deference
to Independence Day. We’ll meet at Matt Denny’s Wednesday
instead of Thursday. Members are welcome as always, and since
we’re having elections later this year, it can be a good way for
potential candidates to see how the Board does its work.
For example, the Board meeting in June included a lively
discussion of whether to do away with the requirement that
applicants for PLS membership participate in three activities
before being voted in. The requirement has served in the past as
a way for new people to get acquainted with us. On the other
hand, we lose people who want to be in PLS but can’t devote as
much time to it as our most active members.
Would this change be fair to current members, who had to do
the three activities? After a lot of consideration, the Board voted
unanimously to suspend the three-activity rule for now and take
a final vote after hearing from the Operating Regulations
Review Committee, headed by Chris Kyte. Please share your
views on this with any Board member. The whole purpose of
having rules, and sometimes changing them, is to make PLS a
good club for all our members.
The Workshop is going strong. Our Workshop team has got
saws and polishers ready for you to use. And it looks like the
sphere-making project will soon get rolling.
Joan Harrison, heading PLS Education efforts, sees a possible
opportunity to work on science events with the Villa Parke
branch library in Pasadena. Meanwhile, she is looking for
volunteers for class visits when school starts again in the fall.
Children appreciate your visit so much – give Joan a call!
Keep cool, and see you at the next meeting!
– Ellen Ferrell, President
Pasadena Lapidary Society

(727) 512-0381 Ellenbf2007@aol.com
(626) 437-0150 mlr.gotrocks@gmail.com

David Lacy, Secretary
Philip Lahr, Treasurer

deeceelink@earthlink.net
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Membership
Membership per calendar year is $25; for additional adults at the same
address, $15. Junior members are $10. There is an initiation fee of $10
per person (non-refundable) to cover costs of name badges, etc.
Renewals are due in October and delinquent after December 31. Mail
checks to PO Box 5025, Pasadena, CA 91117-0025.

Meetings
Board Meetings – 1st Thursday of the month
7 p.m. at Matt Denny’s Ale House
145 E Huntington Dr, Arcadia
PLS members are welcome.
Workshop – 2nd Sunday of the month
Fees are $3 for half-day, $5 for a full day. Equipment instruction is
required; also liability waivers, eye protection, and closed-toe shoes.
For directions, please call (909) 455-4360 (cell) or (909) 593-2781, or
email gemquest38@gmail.com. Bring lunch!
Junior members 9 and older are welcome with adult supervision.
Program Meetings – 3rd Tuesday of the month
Doors open at 6 p.m. Meeting is 6:30–8:45 p.m.
Pasadena Central Library, 285 E Walnut St.

Contact Us

®

The name Pasadena Lapidary Society (PLS) and its associated logo are
registered trademarks of The Pasadena Lapidary Society, Inc.

(626) 260-7239 joenmar1@verizon.net

Email: info@PasadenaLapidary.org

Instagram: /PasadenaLapidary

Facebook: Pasadena Lapidary Society Twitter: @pasalapidary
Pasadena Lapidary Society
PO Box 5025
Pasadena, CA 91117-0025
Editor: Karl Stull (818) 205-7135

karlestull@gmail.com

Send articles by the 15th for publication in next month’s issue. Very
short items can get in as late as the 22nd but are not guaranteed to make
the next issue.

Li
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Program Meeting – July 16

Paolo Sanchez –
Geology and History of Gold Mining
in the Sierra Nevada
There’s gold in them thar hills! On Tuesday, July
16, come hear our very own Paolo Sanchez speak
about the history and science of gold mining in the Sierra
Nevada – in the Mother Lode country around Yosemite and in
the goldfields farther north, above Placerville. I’m going to
prepare by watching Humphrey Bogart hone his prospecting
skills in the classic movie Treasure of the Sierra Madre.
Another PLS favorite, Alyson Nishimura, will talk about
chalcedony for Rock of the Month.
Please contact me with your ideas for presenting a Rock of the
Month talk. What about a stone you have been working on in
the workshop? The talk is about five minutes long, and you get
to share what you’ve discovered. – Mona Ross
Display Table: Ferdie
Sanchez coordinates the
Display Table at monthly
meetings. Share items of
rockhound interest,
workshop projects, or
rocks from field trips. If
you have a rock you’d
like to have identified, put
it on the Display Table
with a “What Is This?”
note. Knocking a corner
off the specimen may
provide clues.

David Lacy, self-described opal geek, said the reflectivity in
artificial opals is not as lovely as in the best natural opals.

ROTM News Flash…

Conversation Breaks Out
David Lacy stirred up the audience with his Rock of the Month
talk on “Artificial Gems” back in May. No sooner did he open
the floor to questions than Kim Verdick asked a doozie: Has
anyone heard about amethyst cathedrals being made in China
with 3-D printers?
“Wouldn’t an ‘amethyst’ from a 3-D printer be plastic?” asked
Janie Duncan.
No, said someone. The 3-D printers use finely ground amethyst
instead of plastic pellets to make the cathedrals. But beware. A
binder in the amethyst powder is toxic, according to some.
Then Chris Kyte joined in, noting that artificial gems come from
sources a lot closer than China. Two women in Long Beach
started manufacturing Ramaura rubies decades ago.

A richly variegated agate from the Kramer Junction field trip.
Corinne Imlay noticed the rock, which just kept getting bigger
as Ed dug it out of the ground. Final weight, 18 pounds.

Judith Osmer and
Virginia Carter founded
J. O. Crystal Co. in 1983.
Osmer got interested in
ruby-growing as a lab
technician at Hughes
Research. Carter, a TV
executive with a degree
in physics, was the first
investor and CEO. The
company is still going
strong (under new
ownership since 2003),
producing artificial emeralds and alexandrite as well a rubies.
To prevent fraud, J. O. Crystal injects a trace element into their
rubies, causing them to fluoresce yellow-orange in UV light.
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The tailings pile at the Rio Tinto Borax Mine (Boron, CA) fills the horizon, like a giant Mayan pyramid, three miles long and at least a
couple of hundred feet high. This facility accounts for almost half of the world’s borate production. Photo by Chris Considine © 2019

Clast from the Past
Joseph Barbieri Caught Knapping
Not many of us can say
we started our life’s work
at age 11, but it happened
to Joseph A. Barbieri. He
found an arrowhead one
day, and soon he was
trying to make another one
just like it. He had made a
dozen arrowheads by age
14. That was in 1896.
Some years later, Joe
retired from the City of
Pasadena light and power
department, and was still
making arrowheads. He
joined the Pasadena
Lapidary Society as a
charter member. The LA
Times did an article about
him in 1952. Twenty years
later, he still had a case in
the PLS annual show.
In his prime, Joe went out
twice a month to collect
rock that he would make
into arrowheads. Gem Mountain and Horse Canyon were good
areas for collecting.

To make an arrowhead, he would knock a work piece (spall) off
a larger rock (core) using a hammerstone. The core was usually
flint, chert, obsidian, jasper, or similar rock. All of these are
brittle and have a conchoidal fracture (curved, conch-like).
He then used deer antler
or a piece of heavy copper
wire to shape and sharpen
the edges of the spall. The
secret for success, he said,
was pressing downward
and inward, and knowing
where to apply the pressure.
Joe Barbieri pursued his particular fascination for rocks for a
lifetime. He died in 1973.
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Sue Pang describes her case: On the far left, I have some ocean-tumbled rocks of various colors from Moonstone Beach. I arranged
them like a necklace, with two mussel shells at the pendant position. Next, my tourmaline collection consists of the two pieces that I
found at the Himalaya mine. I added a few pink and watermelon colored pieces that I purchased from the mine. In front of the
tourmaline, my jade collection consists of nephrite from an area near Jade Cove (Big Sur). In the center, on a raised platform, is a
piece of jasper with golden yellow and yellowish-brown bands. At center front, I had some California gold in a small bottle with some
sand [hard to see due to high-contrast lighting]. On the far right are my red and yellow jaspers in various shades. Photo by Sue Pang
and Steve Cady

How I Put In My First Lapidary Display Case
by Sue Pang
The March 2019 CFMS Show was a very exciting event for me.
It was my first time displaying my rocks and minerals for the
public to view. The decision to put my limited collection into a
showcase was exciting and scary at the same time.
Initially, I got involved with the Show as a volunteer. I signed
up for a few hours at the Information booth and Demonstrations
table, and for some photography around the Show. Then, at the
February general meeting, a month prior to the Show, Jennifer
Jang announced that she had extra display cases. I filled out the
application for a display case that evening.
I was entering in the non-competitive category, so I just needed
to create a design and display the best of what I had collected.
Having been to several gem and mineral shows, I had some
knowledge of how a display should look. Raw minerals are
acceptable, without any polishing or carving. The beauty of a
mineral is in the eyes of the beholder.
Collecting Rocks Here and There
My collecting started back in April 2018 with a first PLS trip to
Lavic Siding. I picked up everything that looked pretty (mostly
the red jaspers). On the next PLS field trip, to the Himalaya
mine, I finished the day with a few small pieces of rough
tourmaline. Then came the Yermo field trip, with several nice
collection sites.
It’s good to travel with PLS if you don’t know where to collect.
Many places have nice minerals but don’t allow collecting.
I have been on a few field trips on my own, including trips to
Moonstone Beach, Jade Cove (very dangerous), Cerro Gordo
(historic silver mine), and the area around Sutter Creek/Jackson

(Kennedy Gold Mine). I also acquired rocks by shopping at
shows of local gem and mineral clubs, and at Quartzsite.
Before getting into rockhounding, I used to look straight ahead.
Now my eyes are constantly on the ground.
Putting It All Together
Preparing for the display took some creativity and imagination.
A few days before the Show, I sketched a layout of how I was
going to display my minerals. Since the wooden showcases stay
in storage until the day before the Show, it made sense to keep
my plan flexible.
I purchased a stack of marble tiles to use as raised platforms.
They would be easy to turn left or right or move around as
needed. I also purchased a brownish-brick colored curtain panel
for the “floor” of the case, a strong contrast for my mostly lightcolored rocks and platforms.
However, I forgot about the three side panels!
Fortunately, as I was setting up at the Show, there were lots of
veterans around to help with advice and spare parts. I was very
lucky to receive some leftover showcase panels. As everyone
was busy working on their showcases, I was very happy to
receive critiques and guidance from Ferdie Sanchez.
Looking ahead, I’m still learning about identification of the
rocks and minerals in my collection. As the collection grows
bigger, my new problem is organizing and keeping everything
properly labeled. I am constantly looking for field trips and new
opportunities to collect. I am definitely looking forward to the
next PLS show.v
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Education Outreach
Schools Love Our Visits
Summer is here, and we're gearing up for next
year’s school presentations. Please contact me if
you'd like to participate at school STEAM events
or classroom visits. Students really enjoy learning
about rock collecting, volcanoes, types of rocks
and minerals, and more! We also want to develop more
workshops about local geology. Contact: (323) 640-4394 or
liveoak180@yahoo.com. – Joan Harrison

July Beach Trip
Palos Verdes – July 20
Collect: Glaucophane, miscellaneous showy beach rocks;
barite crystals, various white crystalline materials
Leaders: Phil Lahr, Chris Kyte
When: 8:00 Saturday morning, July 20
Where to meet: Directions and map when you sign up
What to bring: Water, snacks, sunscreen, wide-brim hat,
walking stick, rugged footwear for rocks/saltwater.
Long pants for dolomite area (brushy). First-aid kit
Equipment: Eye protection, rock hammer, small spade or
collapsible shovel, gad or chisel, sledge, newspaper
to wrap rocks, bucket or other carrier
Notes: Parking on street. There is a steep 3/4 mile trail
down to the beach; the walk back, carrying rocks, is
tough. Tricky footing on rocks on the beach
More information: Come to the PLS program meeting,
July 16, for Q&A, examples of minerals, and sign-up.
Sign up: Be on the list so we can contact you in case of
cancellation or last-minute changes. Contact Karl Stull
at karlestull@gmail.com or (818) 205-7135 – text or
voice (if no answer, leave a message).

If you have a table saw and a 2x4, the Workshop needs wedges
in various lengths (3 to 5 inches) and shapes (25 to 45 degrees)
for shimming rocks in saw vises. Thank you! Call Phil Lahr if
you need scrap wood or have questions: (818) 926-3163.

Please note: New email for the Workshop:
gemquest38@gmail.com

July 2019
Workshop – July 14

Wanted:
Well-Rounded Lapidary
With the donation of a 3-head sphere machine, our
workshop will be able to make spheres of various
sizes. I went to Covington Engineering in Redlands with Phil
Lahr for hands-on information about the use and care of the
machine. I’ll pass that information along, with classes in July
and August for all who may be interested. If you’d like to go
beyond the cabochon, this may be the opportunity for you.
In the first session, we’ll
cover how to choose good
materials, how to use a
template to determine
sphere size, and how to
prepare the work piece
(that means sawing and
grinding to form a cube
and then make it as round
as possible before it goes
in the machine). Come
have a look, even if
you’re sure spheremaking is not in your future. How many times in your life are
you going to see a cube turned into a sphere? You’ll have a ball!
Class is at one o’clock. – Carolyn Duncan
Workshop hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Half day is $3, all day $5.
For directions: (909) 455-4360 or gemquest38@gmail.com. If
you plan to come late in the afternoon, please call ahead.

Welcome New Members

Emmalee Fowler-Allison began a rediscovery of her childhood
fascination with rocks a couple of years ago, visiting the mine
and museums in Boron. Since then, she and her mother Dianna
Fowler have traveled the desert collecting. A French teacher at
Maranatha HS in Pasadena, Dianna gave each of her seniors a
geode for a graduation gift this year – a reminder to look inside
for the wonderful things in life.

July 2019
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From the PLS Annual Picnic

Photos by Sue Pang and Steve Cady
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Got leftovers from Lavic?
Make a mosaic. The jaspers you’ve collected on PLS field trips to Lavic
Siding have reds, yellows, browns, caramels, creams, and other colors
needed to make a copy of this portrait from the St. Vitale Basilica in
Ravenna, Italy. She is a lady-in-waiting to Empress Theodora of the
Byzantine Empire. More specifically, she might be Joannina, daughter of
Belisarius (the empire’s top military commander), according to a note in
the Gem Carvers collection in the PLS archives.
St. Vitale, with its paired murals of Empress Theodora and Emperor
Justinian I and their attendants, was completed in AD 547 and today
stands as a premier example of art from the Byzantine Empire (i.e.,
Roman Empire after the capital moved to Constantinople/Istanbul).
To make a mosaic, cut rough rock into 1/8 inch slabs. Use a trim saw to
cut the slabs into chips of matching colors. Glue chips onto a backboard
to make a picture. Let your first project be an easy one: a desert sunset, a
soaring bird, or a pepperoni pizza.
Above the fold: Gold-filled wire mimics the straw-like filaments inside a
transparent rutilated quartz. To see which is which, follow the wire from
the bottom right (behind the stone!) as it wraps around to the front.
By Marcia Goetz.
JULY 2019

